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or Materialists, who must have preceded Buddhism,
as they are mentioned in the oldest Buddhist books.
The Jaina faith, which arose at the same time as
Buddhism, has also a voluminous literature. When
that is published it cannot fail to throw much light
upon the religious life of India at the time when the
founders of the two new religions were rivals. But
there was little original thought in Jainism. Its
views are rather isolated propositions than a system
of philosophy, and it would never have been a for-
midable rival to Vedantism.*

It was quite otherwise with the Sankhya system.
Centuries afterwards, when Buddhism had become
corrupted, it would seem that the Sankhya was
almost about to supplant the Vedanta; and as it has
often been held by European scholars that Buddh-
ism is more or less based on the Sankhya, it will
be necessary to consider the question of its priority.
Logically it stands half-way between the Vedanta
and Buddhism, and was therefore a possible step-
ping-stone to the Buddhist position. And the
Buddhists themselves acknowledge that Kapila, to
whom the Sankhya books ascribe the foundation
of their philosophy, lived several generations before
the Buddha. It is therefore, to say the least, pos-

* See the remarks of Professor Jacobi (and there could be no better
authority) in his Kalpa Sutra, p. 3.